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Cougars Beat
Cougars Romp at Rice in Extras

The  Rice  Owls  had  won  six  straight
entering play on Wednesday night, and
the Houston Cougars were coming off a
series  loss  last  weekend  in  Tampa,
Florida  .  .  .  The  first  inning
indicated  that  the  streaks  would
continue,  but  there  is  a  reason
baseball  has  nine  innings  and
sometimes a tenth.

Wednesday  night  got  off  to  a  shaky
start as the Owls scored two runs on
three hits and a hit batter . . . The
got one hit in the first, and would
not get another hit until sixth.

Right-hander Nolan Bond took the mound
to  start  the  second  inning  after
Brayson  Hurdsman  started  the  game
pitching  only  the  first  .  .  .  Bond
retired  the  first  seven  batters  he
faced  as  his  breaking  balls  were
finding  the  strike  zone  and  his
fastballs were finding the corners and
freezing  batters  for  called  third
strikes . . . In the bottom of the
fourth two walks and a fielders choice
in  addition  to  a  high  pitch  count
after a long layoff ended Bond’s night
after 2 2/3 innings.

Sean Bretz would relieve Nolan Bond in
the bottom of the fourth and get the
final out to keep the Rice lead to 2-0
.  .  .  Bond’s  outing  was  a  welcome
result after a rocky first inning for
the Cougars, and it would be the first
of four good outings for the Cougars
bullpen in the game.

Houston was held scoreless going into
the  eighth,  and  after  a  leadoff
strikeout, things did not look to be
changing  .  .  .  After  Kobe  Hyland
walked and Kyle Lovelace singled, both
moved  into  scoring  position  after  a
wild pitch . . . Jared Triolo, who had
a great game defensively with plenty
of opportunities, hit a clutch two-out
double down the right-field line as he

went where the pitch was thrown and
even the score 2-2.

In the tenth, the Cougars managed to
score  six  runs  on  only  one  hit,
instead  relying  on  six  walks,  an
intentional walk, and a batter hit by
a pitch . . . The single came when
Kobe Hyland hit a two-out single to
right  to  drive  in  the  fifth  of  the
Cougars six runs in the inning . . .
In a game where the Cougars managed to
score eight runs in ten innings, they
did it on only five hits . . . Kyle
Lovelace  was  the  only  Cougar  with
multiple hits as he went 2-for-4 and
walked once.

The  Cougars  bullpen  went  nine
scoreless innings after Hurdsman left
the game after the first inning . . .
The Owls only collected five hits in
the final nine innings and the Cougars
only issued three walks while striking
out eight.

Devon  Roedahl  picked  up  his  seventh
win on the year after 2 2/3 innings of
work  at  the  end  of  the  game  .  .  .
Roedahl  struck  out  four  and  looked
really strong all the way through the
final  out  in  the  tenth  .  .  .  The
Cougars improve to 27-18 on the season
with the 8-2 victory, and they evened
2019’s Silver Glove Series, which will
be decided with a third and final game
in a little under two weeks down in
Sugar Land.

The Cougars are off tomorrow and host
University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV)
on Friday for a weekend non-conference
series . . . The weather forecast is
looking  ominous  so  if  you  plan  to
attend  any  part  of  this  weekend
series,  you  will  want  to  check  for
updates . . . As of now, first pitch
Friday is at 6:30pm. –
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