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Cougars Beat
Cougars Take Conference Series Over Wichita St.

Just  when  the  Houston  Cougars  were
getting  accustomed  to  warm  Texas
weather,  they  went  on  the  road  to
Wichita State and the weather has been
nothing  like  the  recent  Texas
weather  .  .  .  The  game  time
temperature on Saturday afternoon was
53 degrees with wind and clouds . . .
Fortunately for the Cougars, the bats
stayed hot.

After  an  offensively  balanced
performance Friday night, the Cougars
were  up  for  more  of  the  same  on
Saturday  .  .  .  Houston  got  on  the
board in the first when Rey Fuentes
drove in Grayson Padgett on a two-out
single, Fuentes had a single in his
first two at-bats . . . The Cougars
scored one in the second, and two runs
in the third . . . All but two Cougars
starters got a hit in the game, the
Cougars had twelve hits in the game,
and they scored in five of the nine
frames.

Clay  Aguilar  went  5  1/3  innings
allowing two runs on three hits and
striking out seven . . . For Aguilar
it  was  another  nice  Saturday  outing
after  having  mostly  been  a  midweek
starter  or  a  reliever  .  .  .  Devon
Roedahl relieved Aguilar in the sixth
and got the final two outs to end the
minor threat from the Shockers.

Wichita State starter Liam Eddy had a
rough first three innings, but settled
down after that to quiet the Cougars
bats for four innings, but Houston got
to him once again in the eighth when
with two outs Kobe Hyland doubled to

right,  one  pitch  later  Brad  Burckel
singled to right and the throw home to
try to catch Hyland allowed Burckel to
get to second, as the Cougars took the
5-2 lead, Eddy’s day was done.

Kyle  Lovelace  greeted  the  pitching
change with an infield single that the
shortstop was unable to get a handle
on, Burckel was moving on contact with
two outs and never stopped running and
would score on the play to put Houston
up 6-2 . . . Lovelace was 3-for-3 with
a sacrifice bunt, a nice job for the
ninth batter in the lineup . . . The
Cougars  manufactured  another  run  in
the  ninth,  taking  advantage  of  two
walks  and  a  single  that  loaded  the
bases, they only got one run out of
it, but it made the score 7-3 going to
the bottom of the ninth.

Roedahl would go 2 1/3 innings before
giving the baseball to Fred Villarreal
with  two  outs  on  the  eighth  .  .  .
Villarreal  recorded  the  final  four
outs and secured the victory and the
series win for the Cougars . . . The
7-3 win was Clay Aguilar’s third win
of the season, and it was the 20th win
on the year for the Cougars.

Houston  and  Wichita  State  conclude
their weekend series at noon on Sunday
in Wichita. -
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