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Cougars Beat
Cougars Drop Opener at USF, 5-3

The University of South Florida Bulls
welcomed the Houston Cougars to Tampa,
Florida on Friday night for the opening
game of a weekend conference series.

Lael Lockhart Jr. got the Friday night
start again and he looked crisp early,
through the first two innings most of
his pitches had been around the plate,
many for strikes . . . Lockhart was also
accumulating strikeouts early, when his
night was done he had struck out eight.

The Cougars got on the scoreboard first,
in  the  second  inning  after  a  one-out
double by Rey Fuentes and a single by
Derrick Cherry put two runners on when
Kobe Hyland doubled to right field on an
0-2 pitch . . . Hyland’s double would be
all the scoring in the inning as the
Cougars took a 2-0 lead.

Derrick Cherry added to the score when
he hit a one-out homerun to left-center
in the fourth to put the Cougars up 3-
0 . . . For Cherry it was his third
homerun on the season and part of a 2-
for-4 night.

The Bulls did not score a run until a
one-out  double  in  the  fifth  by  Alex
Bello  scored  a  runner  from  first
base  .  .  .  Lockhart  seemed  to  be
scuffling at the time as runners would
end up on first and second with one out.
But the inning would come to an end when
Lockhart stuck out his eighth batter of
the game and Kyle Lovelace would stop a
steal  attempt  cold  at  third  with  a
perfect throw and tag by Jared Triolo.

Lockhart  would  leave  the  game  in  the
sixth  with  a  3-1  lead,  but  with  two
runners on base . . . Those two runners
and one more Bull would score in the
inning as USF took a 4-3 lead . . . Sean

Bretz, in from the bullpen to relieve
Lockhart, threw only nine pitches before
being relieved himself by Devon Roedahl
with a 2-2 count on a batter . . . Devon
Roedahl  eventually  ended  the  inning
after  a  fielder’s  choice  plated  the
fourth run for the Bulls.

Houston  missed  a  prime  scoring
opportunity  in  the  seventh  when  they
could  not  get  Kobe  Hyland  home  from
third  after  a  triple  led  off  the
inning . . . After Brad Burckel reached
first  on  a  hit-by-pitch,  Jared Triolo
skied  a  ball  to  center,  which  looked
like it would be a sacrifice fly to tie
the game at four at the time . . . After
the ball was caught, Hyland raced for
home  .  .  .  Oddly,  Burckel  broke  for
second,  and  was  thrown  out  at  second
before Hyland crossed the plate, so the
double-play  happened  before  the  run
scored and the inning ended that way.

The Bulls would add a run in the eighth
on an Alex Bello two-out single to take
a 5-3 lead into the ninth.

The  Cougars  went  down  quietly  in  the
eighth and ninth . . . Houston did not
score a run after the fourth and they
only collected five hits in the game,
one by Fuentes, two by both Cherry and
Hyland.

The  Cougars  and  the  Bulls  do  battle
again on Saturday at 5:30pm Houston time
. . . Clay Aguilar is scheduled to make
the start for the Cougars as they look
to even this series. –
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