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Cougars Beat
Cougars Drop Close Game to Cincy, 3-2

The  Cincinnati  Bearcats  arrived  in
Houston  playing  better  than  their
current record of 17-19 would indicate
. . . Thursday’s conference match-up
at  Schroeder  Park  featured  Lael
Lockhart Jr. with his 3.20 ERA, which
placed  him  fifth  best  in  the
conference, on the mound for Houston.

Bearcats  starter  David  Orndorff  was
perfect  thru  three  innings.  Jared
Triolo got the Cougars first base hit
of the game to lead off the fourth,
but Orndorff was in control and would
not only get out of the inning, but
would then follow with a perfect fifth
. . . For Triolo it was his second of
three hits in the game.

In  their  half  of  the  fifth,  the
Bearcats  capitalized  on  a  tiring
Lockhart elevating his pitch count and
putting  runners  on  base  .  .  .  The
Cougar went to the bullpen in favor of
Devon Roedahl with two runners on and
two outs . . . Bearcats cleanup hitter
Joey Wiemer hit the first pitch he saw
over the right field wall for a three-
run  homerun  .  .  .  It  was  all  the
offense Cincinnati would get, and it
was all they needed.

Roedahl  was  really  effective  after
that  homerun,  going  4  1/3  allowing
only one other hit and striking out
three  .  .  .  Roedahl  did  throw  59
pitches in his Thursday outing, so his
availability  for  the  rest  of  the
series  could  be  limited  .  .  .  The
other side of that coin is that the
entire rest of the bullpen is rested
since  Roedahl  was  the  only  pitched
used on Thursday.

The sixth inning offered promise for
the Cougars offense after Brad Burckel
led off the inning with a base hit to
center, and Kyle Lovelace hit the next
pitch to center for a base hit . . .
Jared Triolo skied a fly ball to left
that continued to carry all the way to
warning  track,  the  left-fielder  was
unable  to  make  the  play  and  Brad
Burckel  was  able  to  score  from
second . . . Two batters later, Joe
Davis  would  receive  one  of  his  two
intentional walks in the game and that
would be all the Cougars would score
in the inning.

Orndorff  went  eight  innings  only
allowing that run in the sixth . . .
Bearcats  reliever  Korren  Thompson
entered  the  game  in  the  ninth  to
attempt  to  get  the  final  three
outs  .  .  .  The  Cougars  mounted  a
rally,  getting  four  singles  in  the
inning, including Joe Davis’ only hit
of  the  game  to  lead  off  the  inning
after  two  intentional  walks  in  the
fourth  and  sixth  .  .  .  Derrick
Cherry’s only hit of the game would
drive in the Cougars only run in ninth
as Thompson closed it out and saved
the 3-2 victory for Orndorff.

The  Cougars  and  the  Bearcats  return
tomorrow for game two of their three
game series. First pitch at Schroeder
Park is at 6:30pm. -
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