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Cougars Beat
Burckel’s Bat Leads Cougars to Win

The great game of baseball typically
gives you a quick chance to put bad
things behind and move forward without
dwelling  on  the  one  that  got
away . . . The opportunity presented
itself to the Houston Cougars in Tampa
on  Saturday  night  after  losing  a
could-have-been opening game of their
series  with  the  Bulls  of  the
University of South Florida.

For  the  second  straight  night  the
Cougars would score first, and in the
second  inning  .  .  .  In  Saturday’s
version, Rey Fuentes reached base on a
one-out single . . . One out later,
Brad  Burckel  hit  a  triple  to  right
which  scored  Fuentes  .  .  .  Burckel
would score on a wild pitch that did
not get too far from the plate, but
Burckel  committed  to  going  home  and
made it safely to give the Cougars and
starter  Clay  Aguilar  an  early  2-0
lead.

Houston would add two runs to their
lead in the fifth inning after Burckel
led  off  the  inning  with  his  second
consecutive extra base hit, this one a
double down the third base line . . .
After Kyle Lovelace sacrificed Burckel
to  third,  Jared  Triolo  singled  him
home to put the Cougars up 3-0 . . . A
Tyler  Bielamowicz  single  and  a  wild
pitch put runners on second and third
for  Joe  Davis  .  .  .  Davis  hit  a
sacrifice fly to score Triolo and make
the score 4-0 . . . For Davis it gave
him 50 RBI on the year.

The Bulls would not get a run off of
Aguilar until the sixth inning when a
leadoff double would eventually score,
and despite a single, Aguilar got out

of  the  inning  holding  on  to  a  4-1
lead.

Cougars  added  a  run  in  the  seventh
when Derrick Cherry singled to center
scoring  Kyle  Lovelace  from
second  .  .  .  When  the  Cougars  are
playing  well,  there  is  incredible
balance in their lineup . . . Unlike
Friday’s game where the Cougars lost
and only had three batters get hits,
on Saturday the lineup saw seven of
the nine starters reach base with a
hit, and four of the nine starters had
at least one RBI.

Brad Burckel was not done yet . . .
With Jonathan Thomas on first, Burckel
hit a two-out homerun to right to make
the score 7-1 . . . This left Burckel
just a single shy of the cycle in the
game  .  .  .  Not  bad  for  your  eight
hitter.

Clay  Aguilar  went  6  2/3  innings
allowing just one run on four hits and
striking  out  five  .  .  .  Fred
Villarreal  recorded  the  final  seven
outs  of  the  game  after  relieving
Aguilar,  going  scoreless  in  2  1/3
innings  of  relief  work  and  locking
down  the  7-1  win  for  Aguilar,  who
improves to 5-3 on the year.

The  Cougars  and  the  Bulls  conclude
their  series  with  a  rubber  game  on
Sunday, first pitch is at noon Houston
time . . . Neither starting pitcher
has been announced yet. –

@CougarsBeat


	Burckel’s Bat Leads Cougars to Win

