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Friday Twin Bill Goes to Memphis

Possible bad weather on Saturday in
Memphis led  to the  moving of  that
game  to  Friday,  which  meant  two
games Friday at FedEx Park ahead of
the weather . . . The Memphis Tigers
grabbed  big  early  leads  in  both
games  and  that  created  situations
where the Cougars had to come back
from big deficits to make the games
competitive.

This  was  made  more  difficult  by
facing  a  very  good  and  effective
Friday  starter  in  Hunter  Smith  in
game one . . . Smith would go eight
innings and throw 117 pitches while
striking  out  nine  Cougars  batters
and only allowing three earned runs.

Devon  Roedahl  entered  the  game  in
the  fifth  to  relieve  starting
pitcher  Lael  Lockhart  Jr.,  and  he
was quite  good, going  the final  3
2/3  innings  of  scoreless  baseball
only allowing one hit.

Jared Triolo hit a solo homerun in
the sixth, the Cougars first run of
the  game,  as  part  of  a  2-for-4
afternoon  in  game  one  .  .  .  Brad
Burckel, hitting in the eight spot,
went  2-for-3  with  a  walk  .  .  .
Derrick Cherry hit a two-out two-run
homerun to left-center in the eighth
to  make  the  score  7-3,  and  that
would be the final score.

A grand slam in the first inning of
game two once again had the Cougars
playing from behind . . . But Joe
Davis got the Cougars on the board
and back in the game in the third
with  a  three-run  blast  to  center
field . . . Kobe Hyland got in on
the act in the sixth when he hit his
third homerun of the season over the
right field wall to tie the game at
4-4.

Ryan  Randel  settled  in  after  the
first  inning  and  turned  in  a  very
good 5 2/3 innings pitched leaving
in  the  sixth  inning  with  the  game
tied . . . When he exited he had put
runners  on  the  corners  and  Nolan
Bond inherited that situation . . .
Two pitches later Bond had done his
job, stranding both runners.

Memphis would get to Fred Villarreal
in the bottom of the eighth for two
runs  and  that  would  be  enough  to
take  game  two  on  the  day  as  the
Cougars fell 6-4.

The Cougars and the Tigers will have
a day off on Saturday and will face
off again on Sunday at 1pm. –
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