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Cougars Take Finale in Memphis 4-3

For a while, it looked as though the
Houston  Cougars  were  doomed  in
Memphis  this  weekend  .  .  .  The
offense was struggling, the defense
lost seemingly easy fly balls in the
sun which  would lead  to runs,  and
having lost both games of a double-
header two days before, it was easy
to assume the worst.

Nolan Bond got the Sunday start for
Houston,  only  his  second  start  of
the season . . . His day ended in
the fifth as he exited the game with
the Cougars trailing, but still with
the  game  within  reach  .  .  .  Sean
Bretz  would  be  the  first  of  five
relief pitchers out of the bullpen
in  this  game  .  .  .  Bretz  was
relieved two outs later by Tristen
Bayless who got out of the inning,
but the Cougars were down 3-0 and it
would  remain  that  way  until  the
seventh.

Rey  Fuentes  was  brought  off  the
bench to lead off the seventh inning
. . . Fuentes hit a homerun over the
wall  in  right-center  to  get  the
Coogs on the board . . . The offense
was not done in the inning though,
Brad  Burckel  and  Jonathan  Thomas
would  both  walk  and  Jared  Triolo
would  bring  Burckel  home  on  a
single,  but  Triolo  was  thrown  out
trying to get to second on the play,
so  the  inning  ended  there  with
Memphis still leading 3-2.

Meanwhile,  the  Cougar  bullpen  was
shutting  down  the  Memphis
offense  .  .  .  Brayson  Hurdsman
pitched an important 1 2/3 innings
before  being  relieved  by  Devon
Roedahl for 1 1/3 innings himself.

Houston  would  manufacture  two  more
runs in the top of the eighth, one
of  which  was  Kobe  Hyland  scoring
from first on a Joe Davis double to
the wall in right-center to tie the
game at 3 . . . Davis would score
later on a fielders choice play at
the plate that got away from Memphis
catcher Jason Santana.

With the Cougars leading 4-3, Devon
Roedahl  made  quick  work  of  the
Tigers 4-5-6 spots in the lineup to
finish  the  eighth  .  .  .  After  a
scoreless  Cougars  half  of  the
inning,  Fred  Villarreal  was  called
in to slam the door shut on Memphis
in the ninth, and he did just that .
.  .  Villarreal  retired  all  three
batters he faced to secure the 4-3
road  win  for  the  Cougars,  earning
his fifth save of the year.

The  Cougars  are  now  off  on  Monday
and  they  will  be  in  Beaumont  on
Tuesday  to  take  on  Lamar  before
returning  to  Schroeder  Park  on
Wednesday night. -
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