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Cougars Take Marathon Game 1 in Dallas

The Houston Cougars played their first
ever game at Dallas Baptist University
on Friday night. No one will forget
the game anytime soon. The Patriots of
Dallas Baptist entered Friday with an
eight  game  win  streak,  while  the
Cougars arrived in town with a four
game win streak of their own.

The  Cougars  shifted  their  batting
order a bit for the Friday tilt . . .
Jared Triolo was moved from his usual
three spot and batted second while Joe
Davis was moved from his usual cleanup
spot and batted third . . . As hot as
Davis has been, this was likely a move
to get Davis a few more possible at-
bats, or at least, at-bats in crucial
situations.

The first nine batters for the Cougars
garnered four base hits, all singles.
This could have indicated the Cougar
hitters were seeing the ball well and
were not fooled by Patriots starting
pitcher Jordan Martinson . . . As it
turned  out,  the  Cougars  would  not
score  a  run  until  the  seventh  when
Dallas  Baptist  finally  went  to  the
bullpen.

Whatever the strategy on the changed
batting order, it worked perfectly on
Friday  night  as  Davis  in  the  three
spot  would  bat  in  two  different
innings with the bases loaded, and he
delivered runs both times . . . His
first RBI was a bases-loaded sacrifice
fly, part of a three-run seventh in
which the Cougars took a 3-2 lead.

Lael  Lockhart  Jr.  made  his  second
consecutive Friday night start on the
mound  for  the  Cougars  and  he  had  a
very good outing . . . He would go six
solid innings, and after a rather long
top  of  the  seventh  for  the  Cougars

offense, Lockhart went back out to the
mound for the bottom of the inning . .
. He may have been on the bench too
long in that top part of the inning,
he seemed to be tiring anyway which
would  make  sense  with  an  elevated
pitch  count  .  .  .  After  a  leadoff
single, Lockhart made an errant pick-
off throw to first that went down the
first base line and put the runner on
third.

At that point, pitching change after
pitching  change  took  place  and  the
Patriots scored three runs to re-take
the lead 5-3 in an inning which lasted
about 40 minutes.

The Coogs bounced right back with a
four-run  eighth,  featuring  two  of
Davis’  three  RBI  in  the  game  and  a
Kobe  Hyland  RBI  single  which  ended
when  Blake  Way  was  caught  up  in  an
inning-ending  rundown  between  second
and third.

The Cougars scored eight runs in the
final three innings of the game . . .
They  would  score  the  eight  runs  on
only  three  hits,  with  the  help  of
seven  walks,  one  error,  and  a  hit
batter  .  .  .  The  Cougars  also  left
eleven runners on base on the evening.

Over four and a half hours after the
first  pitch,  Devon  Roedahl  shut  the
door on the Patriots to earn a save
and secure the 8-6 win, the Cougars
fifth consecutive victory.

The Cougars and the Patriots return to
action  on  Saturday  afternoon  in
Dallas, with an earlier than usual 2pm
start. -

@CougarsBeat


