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Cougars Shutout Dallas Baptist 2-0, Win Series

Two  days,  two  different  paths,  but
the  same  outcome  could  define  the
first two games of the weekend series
in  Dallas  as  the  Houston  Cougars
continue  their  visit  with  the
Patriots of Dallas Baptist University
.  .  .  Friday  night  the  two  teams
combined for fourteen runs over four
and a half hours, a game the Cougars
ultimately  won  by  doing  all  their
scoring  in  the  final  three
innings . . . Saturday afternoon the
two teams combined for two runs in a
game that did not last three hours,
and  both  runs  were  scored  in  the
final two innings.

Nolan Bond got his first start of the
season Saturday afternoon . . . Bond
shut down a strong Patriots team over
5 2/3 innings allowing just two hits
and no runs . . . Bond did walk four,
which  helped  contribute  to  a  high
pitch count, but he was not hurt by
the walks and turned in an overall
tremendous  outing,  one  worthy  of  a
win.

The game was mostly quiet thru seven
innings,  delayed  twice  by  official
reviews.

Scoreless going into the eighth . . .
The  Cougars  would  break  through  in
their half of the inning when Craig
Yoho scored from third on a perfect
bunt  single  toward  third  base  by

Grayson Padgett . . . Padgett’s speed
caused the Partiots third baseman to
rush his throw to first, the errant
throw  allowed  Padgett  to  move  to
second, where he would still be when
the inning ended with the Cougars up
1-0.

Jared  Triolo  would  add  his  second
homerun of the season in the top of
the ninth to lead off the inning on
the first pitch he saw from new DBU
reliever Kragen Kechely.

Fred Villarreal did not relieve Bond,
but  he  did  record  the  final  3 1/3
innings and he was awarded the win
for his effort . . . Villarreal had
appeared in the Friday night game and
did not look comfortable, he looked
much more in command on Saturday and
recorded quick outs to nail down the
2-0 shutout for the Cougars.

The win was the Cougars sixth in a
row  and  secured  yet  another  series
win in the process.

The final game of this weekend series
in Dallas with the Patriots concludes
Sunday  afternoon  at  1pm  as  the
Cougars go for the sweep. -
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