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Cougars Shutout in 1-0 Road Finale

The  Houston  Cougars  and  McNeese
State  Cowboys  locked  up  in  a  a
classic  ballgame  Tuesday  in  Lake
Charles,  Louisiana  .  .  .  If  you
stopped watching the game after the
first inning, you would not believe
the final score.

Clay Aguilar got the Tuesday start
and  he  was  shaky  out  of  the
box . . . The first batter walked,
the next one singled, the next was
hit  by  a  pitch  to  load  the  bases
before an out was recorded . . . The
damage would be limited though, to
just one run . . . It would be the
only  run  of  the  entire  game  for
either team.

Aguilar  was  very  good  after  that
shaky first and did not deserve the
loss  for  that  performance,  turning
in four solid innings of work . . .
Right-hander  Sean  Bretz  came  into
the game  in the  fifth and  pitched
four  scoreless  innings,  a  great
performance in his own right . . .
Bretz  did  not  give  up  a  hit  and
walked two batters, but his outing
was a welcome sight.

The  Cowboys  offense  is  no  slouch
either. Just last month when McNeese
visited Schroeder Park they put up
13  runs,  granted  it  took  fourteen
innings, but offense is offense, and
they were limited to a single run on
Tuesday night.

A  somewhat  scary  and  bizarre
incident  took  place  in  the  fourth

inning  when  Cowboys  first  baseman
Jacob  Stracner  singled  to  right
field  .  .  .  Cowboys  right  fielder
Jake Dickerson tried to score from
second on the hit, but Lael Lockhart
Jr.  got  a  throw  to  Coogs  catcher
Kyle  Lovelace  in  plenty  of
time  .  .  .  Dickerson  rolled  into
Lovelace  violently  and  awkwardly
enough  that  home  plate  umpire  Ron
Teague  wasted  no  time  tossing
Dickerson  from  the  game  .  .  .
Lovelace remained down for a moment,
but he was able to get off the field
and he caught the rest of the game.

The Cougars offense could not muster
much  of  anything  in  the  game,
Grayson  Padgett  accounted  for  the
teams  two  hits  on  the  night,  a
double in the first to leadoff the
game and a single in the fifth . . .
The  Coogs  would  threaten,  loading
the bases themselves in the first,
but  they  came  away  with
nothing . . . The Cougars would also
leave  six  runners  on  base  for  the
game,  a  glaring  stat  when  a  team
loses 1-0.

So, the Cougars head back home now
and  await  the  Connecticut  Huskies
who will be in town for the first
conference  series  of  the
season  .  .  .  First  pitch  is  at
6:30pm  Friday  night  at  Schroeder
Park. -
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