
Sunday, March 3, 2019

Cougars Beat
Cougars Hang Close, Lose 3-2 to Texas A&M

The  Houston  Cougars  will  be  glad  to
wake up tomorrow morning knowing they
do not have any more games at Minute
Maid Park this year . . . The Cougars
took on the Texas A&M Aggies on Sunday
afternoon in their final game of the
2019 Shriners College Classic.

The Cougars had a nice crowd on hand to
see left-hander Lael Lockhart, Jr. take
the  mound  for  the  third  time  this
season . . . The Aggies would counter
with  a  lefty  of  their  own,  Jonathan
Childress.

The Aggies would open the scoring in
the  fourth  inning  on  a  line-drive
double down the third base line that
brought home one run.

Childress  for  his  part  went  three
scoreless, hitless innings . . . During
his warmup tosses in the fourth inning,
Childress  felt  something  he  did  not
like in his arm, and after bringing the
Aggies head coach and trainer to the
mound,  Childress  would  depart  the
game  .  .  .  Chandler  Jozwiak  would
replace  Childress,  and  second  baseman
Brad  Burckel  would  promptly  get  the
first base hit for the Cougars.

Lockhart  would  exit  the  game  in  the
fifth  inning  with  two  outs  and  two
runners  on  base  .  .  .  Right-hander
Devon Roedahl would enter the game and
he would induce an inning-ending ground
ball . . . Roedahl was solid out of the
bullpen.  He  ran  into  trouble  in  the
eighth when he loaded the bases with no
outs, but he got a double-play and a
strikeout to work out of the jam only
allowing one run.

The Cougars were still in the game when
Lockhart exited, down only 2-0 . . .

But the offense was struggling . . .
Joe Davis was 0-for-9 entering Sunday’s
action . . . Davis would get his first
base  hit  of  the  weekend,  a  towering
blast to deep right-center field that
the Aggie center-fielder would get his
glove  on  but  not  reel  in  .  . . One
batter later the Cougars had the bases
loaded with one out and would score one
run  on  a  fielders  choice  by  Grayson
Padgett to cut the Aggie lead to 2-1.

Down  3-1  in  the  eighth  Jared  Triolo
reached base on a walk, and Joe Davis
followed  that  with  his  second
consecutive  double,  this  one  off  the
out-of-town scoreboard in front of the
Crawford Boxes, and he had the Cougars
back within a run at 3-2.

Devon Roedahl would leave the game in
the ninth after a leadoff single, he
threw 56 pitches in his 3 1/3 innings
of  solid  relief  work  .  .  .  Spencer
Hynes would inherit a runner and get
three outs to get out of the inning by
throwing seven pitches, all of them for
strikes.

In the bottom of the ninth, the Cougars
were not able to get anything going and
went down in order . . . The offense
left seven runners on base in the game,
a glaring number in the eyes of a one-
run defeat . . . The Cougars have now
lost their last nine games at Minute
Maid Park.

The Cougars return to action on Tuesday
when they will host Rice at Schroeder
Park . . . The weather will be on the
chilly side, so dress warm and get to
the ballpark and root for the Coogs. -
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