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Cougars Beat
DBU Takes Series Finale as Coogs Fall 8-4

The  Houston  Cougars  went  for  the
sweep Sunday afternoon in the final
game of their three game series with
the  Patriots  of  Dallas  Baptist
University  .  .  .  They  were  well
position going in, facing a pitcher
in  Zach  Heaton  getting  his  first
career college start.

Meanwhile,  Ryan  Randel  missed  his
Saturday  start  yesterday  due  to  an
apparent  illness,  so  he  got  pushed
back  a  day  to  Sunday,  and  he  was
outstanding.

The only scoring for the Cougars on
Sunday came in the sixth inning . . .
Lael Lockhart Jr. got on base first
when he was hit by a pitch . . .
Jared  Triolo  then  doubled  to  put
runners at second and third . . . Joe
Davis then lined the first pitch he
saw from DBU reliever Jarod Bayless
over the fence in left-center for a
three run homerun . . . Two batters
later Kobe Hyland would hit a solo
homerun to right and the Coogs had a
4-2 lead.

Randel went six innings allowing just
two runs, one run was scored on  a
triple that easily could have been an
out, but Blake Way lost the ball on
the warning track looking up into the

sun  .  .  .  Randel  did  walk  four
batters and just over half of his 91
pitches were for strikes, the illness
or  the  extra  day  off  may  have
contributed to the loss of command,
but he left the game with his team
leading  4-2  and  you  cannot  expect
more than that.

Houston’s  bullpen  was  not  able  to
hold off DBU in the two innings after
Randel exited, as they gave up six
runs  .  .  .  In  fact  six  of  the
thirteen  batters  the  bullpen  faced
would score in the final two frames
to give DBU a 8-4 lead.

The Cougars offense struggled in the
final  three  innings,  with  the  only
base  hit  coming  when  Lael  Lockhart
Jr.  hit  a  double  to  lead  off  the
eighth, but he would be stranded at
third when the inning ended.

The Cougars continue their road trip
and will play McNeese State in Lake
Charles,  Louisiana  on  Tuesday
afternoon  at  6pm  before  returning
home  for  a  conference  series  with
Connecticut next weekend. -
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