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Cougars, Behind Bielamowicz, Stop #24 Arizona

The Houston Cougars played host to
the 24th ranked Arizona Wildcats on
Friday  evening  at  Schroeder  Park
under a humid, foggy, bleak-looking
sky . . . The Wildcats opened the
weekend at 5-0 and with an offense
that  had  scored  85  runs  in  their
first five games.

The first three and a half innings
went by extremely quickly. Then in
the Cougars half of the fourth after
two quick  outs, the  Coogs put  the
brakes  on  the  game  and  slowed  it
down considerably . . . An infield
single was followed by a walk, which
was followed by a mound visit, then
came  a  game-tying  single  by  Kobe
Hyland, and finally a strikeout to
close out the inning . . . . Arizona
starting  pitcher  Randy  Labaut  had
been fairly efficient to that point,
but by the time the inning was over
he had thrown over twenty pitches to
finish with 54 pitches thru four.

Tyler Bielamowicz was brilliant over
six innings, allowing only a Blake
Paugh  solo  homerun  in  the  third,
striking  out  five  and  throwing  94
pitches  .  .  .  Labaut  was  equally
impressive  as  he  would  throw  107
pitches over 7 1/3 innings giving up
six hits and the only two runs the
Coogs would put on the board.

Joe  Davis  would  go  1-for-4  on  the
night, but the one was a massive one
. . . With one out and the scored
tied  at  1  in  the  bottom  of  the
eighth,  Davis  hit  a  2-2  pitch
through  the  dense  Houston  air  to
left-center field and it would clear
the  fence  to  give  the  Cougars  the
lead going to the ninth.

Right-hander  Fred  Villarreal  would
close out the game in the ninth with
eight  pitches  to  the  top  of  the
Wildcats  order,  and  that  was
that . . . The Wildcats had only two
hits in the game as they lost for
the first time this season to go to
5-1  in  a  game  that  did  not  last
three hours.

The  three  game  series  resumes
Saturday  night  at  Schroeder  Park,
with  a  slightly  later  than  usual
start at 7:30pm to accommodate fans
attending the men’s basketball game
also on campus Saturday afternoon. –
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