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Cougars Fall in 14, Now 2-2 on the Season

The  Houston  Cougars  welcomed  the
McNeese  State  Cowboys  to  Schroeder
Park on a cool yet perfect Wednesday
evening  .  .  .  The  game  would  go
fourteen innings, but the number that
best explains this mid-week affair is
ten: McNeese would score ten runs in
the fourteenth inning, and the Cougars
would use ten pitchers in the game.

Clay Aguilar got the Wednesday night
start on the mound for the Cougars . .
. Aguilar would labor a bit with 21
pitches  in  the  opening  frame  while
striking out the side without yielding
any  runs  .  .  .  Aguilar  would  exit
after three innings having struck out
six while throwing 48 total pitches.

The Coogs were first on the scoreboard
in the third on a single to left that
was  slightly  misplayed,  however  the
runner on second was likely to have
scored anyway on the base hit . . .
The game was still close at 1-0 when
Joe Davis crushed a two-run homerun to
center  field  to  give  the  Coogs  a
little breathing room.

The sixth inning was problematic for
the Cougars . . . McNeese would be the
recipient  of  fours  walks,  and  they
would score a run without getting a
hit  in  the  inning  .  .  .  Tristen
Bayless was called out of the bullpen
to put an end to the threat, he would
get the final out of the inning on a
called third strike.

McNeese would tie the game at three in
the top of the ninth and a scoreless
bottom half of the inning would send
the game to extras . . . The bullpen
was holding up quite well, minimizing
threats  and  pushing  the  game  five

extra  innings,  that  is  when  the
fourteenth inning happened.

The Cowboys would break through in the
14th when they would put together a
run scoring inning which began with a
single up the middle off of Houston
reliever Nolan Bond to plate the go
ahead run . . . The inning unraveled
further  after  a  new  reliever,  Sean
Bretz, would balk to force in a run,
then a suicide squeeze scored another
run,  and  finally  another  base  hit
would  plate  two  more  .  .  .  Tanner
Green would come in from the bullpen
and promptly allow a two-run base hit
and then a bases loaded walk followed
by another two-run base hit . . . By
the  time  all  was  said  and  done,
McNeese would score ten runs in their
half of the fourteenth.

The Coogs were not done yet, as Joe
Davis  would  again  hit  a  drive  to
center, this time for a double that
would drive home two runs . . . And
that was that . . . The 13-5 final
score indicates a more lopsided game
than  the  five  hour  affair  actually
was.

The  Cougars  now  have  an  off  day,  a
good  thing  after  playing  fourteen
innings,  before  playing  host  to  the
Arizona  Wildcats  for  a  three  game
series  starting  Friday  at  6:30pm,
gates open at 4:30pm . . .  Also, if
you  want  to  attend  Saturday’s
ballgame, be sure to note a later than
usual Saturday start time of 7:30pm. –
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